
Traffic Counts  
and Forecasts
 
WHY THEY’RE IMPORTANT

Helping You Understand
How Roadway Decisions Are Made

• Provide easy movement of people 
and goods from place to place

• Take care of what we have
• Make our system work better
• Improve safety

• A long-term, reliable, professional 
and highly productive organization

The Ohio Department of Transportation
1980 West Broad Street
Columbus, OH 43223
dot.state.oh.us

Planning, Building 
and Maintaining 
Ohio’s Roads 
Smartly, Safely and 
Cost-Effectively

TRAFFIC COUNTS  
To do a good job managing Ohio’s 
roadway system, the Ohio Department of 
Transportation (ODOT) needs to know how 
much a road is used. We measure the number 
of vehicles and pedestrians traveling specific 
locations by year, by day, during certain times 
– like rush hour, even during different seasons. 
This is called a traffic count.

A VALUABLE TOOL 
Traffic counts are extremely informative for 
transportation planning and engineering.  
They are usually taken by automated devices 
that count traffic volumes over a 24-hour period.

OUR MISSION

OUR VISION



TRAFFIC FORECASTS 
SOME SPECIFIC USES

• Prioritizing needs
• Managing traffic movement
• Improving safety/reducing crashes
• Evaluating problems
• Maintaining existing roads 
• Designing intersections
• Installing traffic control devices (stop 

signs, traffic signals, speed limits, etc.)
• Estimating costs and securing  

funding for infrastructure projects
• Supplying the public with information

PLANNING FOR 
EVER-CHANGING 
COMMUNITIES

A once thriving shopping mall is now 
empty. What was an open field is now an 
office park. So how does ODOT predict 
what kinds of roads people will need in 
the future?

TRAFFIC FORECASTS 
ODOT builds traffic models using traffic 
counts and other things that influence 
how people travel. The models take into 
account an area’s economic conditions, 
demographics and future development. 
They’re used to create traffic forecasts that 
help ODOT engineers design roadways to 
meet demand 20 years from now.

A MOVING TARGET 
However, forecasts often change. New 
housing subdivisions, shopping centers, 
or industrial areas may require additional 
highway lanes. Greater interest in bicycling 
and walking may call for more sidewalks. 
Changes in global markets may increase 
freight traffic and the need to redesign 
interchanges. These real world examples 
show how forecasting traffic can be like 
trying to hit a moving target.

DRIVING TOWARD THE FUTURE 
Transportation infrastructure takes a long 
time to build and is very expensive. That’s 
why ODOT decisions are based on real world 
data and public input. And why we build  
for the benefit of both transportation users 
and communities.

MANAGING ROAD  
RESOURCES WISELY 
ODOT considers the needs of all users on 
one of the nation’s largest road networks. 
It’s critical that everyone can travel to their 
destinations in a safe and timely fashion to 
retain and attract jobs and to provide Ohioans 
with better driving experiences.

• Forecasting 
bit.ly/odotforecasting

• Modeling 
bit.ly/odotmodeling

LEARN MORE


