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September 22, 2022 - Indigenous Peoples of the Ohio River Valley
Long before the present “cowboys” graced the streets of Wyoming, groups of indigenous peoples 
made the hills and valleys of Hamilton County their home. Join OSU anthropologist Benjamin Cross 
as he discusses the pre-contact populations of the Ohio River Valley, including the Adena, who lived 
in present day Wyoming from 1000 BC to 700 AD.

November 10, 2022 - Lost Cincinnati
Cincinnati earned its nickname of “Queen City of the West” with a wealth of fine theaters and hotels, a 
burgeoning brewery district and the birth of professional baseball. Join author Jeff Suess as he delves 
into the mystery and legacy of Cincinnati’s lost landmarks and uncovers some uniquely Cincinnati 
quirks from the inclines and the canal to the infamous incomplete subway. 

January 26, 2023 - LEED Renovations in Historic Homes
Living in an older home doesn’t have to mean high energy bills and inefficient systems. Wyoming 
resident Krutarth Jain, an architect with the Champlin Group, will discuss LEED (Leadership in Energy 
and Environmental Design) renovations in historic homes. 

March 23, 2023 - Polly Campbell on the History of Cincinnati Cuisine
Cincinnatians are staunchly proud of our namesake chili, and fiercely loyal to our legacy food makers. 
Polly Campbell documented this love affair for nearly 25 years as the Enquirer’s food critic, and has 
compiled her vast knowledge into a book. Join Ms. Campbell as she takes us on a tour of Cincinnati 
Food: A History of Queen City Cuisine.

2022-2023 PROGRAMS
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William Schellenbach’s father emigrated from France and worked 
in a machine shop in Hamilton, Ohio. William and his older brother, 
Otto, inherited their father’s mechanical skills. Otto became a 
co-founder of the Schellenbach & Darling Tool Company, then 
Schellenbach & McCrosky Tool Makers & Manufacturers, and finally 
the Schellenbach-Hunt Machine Tool Company, all of which were 
in Cincinnati. Meanwhile William pursued a more independent path 
through the same industry.

In 1899, William was living in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania and working 
for the Hale & Kilburn Manufacturing Company. There he obtained 
his first US patents. He moved to Cincinnati in 1900 and became the 
president of the National Machine Tool Company. In 1906, he became a superintendent at the John B. 
Morris Machine Tool Company. In 1911 he started working as a mechanical engineer for The Lodge and 
Shipley Machine Tool Company. Around 1915, William moved his family to 204 Elm Avenue in Wyoming. 

Between 1916 and 1923, William ran his own mechanical engineering consulting office in downtown 
Cincinnati. From 1923-1928, he was the president of the Artisan Manufacturing Company. William’s son, 
Donald, was the vice president. In 1928, William began working as the chief designer at the American 
Tool Works Company in Cincinnati. In 1931, William was back to running his own consulting office. 

With over 50 machine tool patents under his belt, William teamed up with his neighbor, Samuel M. 
Blackburn, for his final patent.

In 1920, Samuel M. Blackburn and Adah Woodruff Blackburn were living at 131 Elm Avenue in Wyoming 
and Samuel was vice president of the John B. Morris Foundry. In 1933, Mr. Blackburn became the 
president of the J.A. Fay & Egan Company. He would hold this position at least through 1935. This 
company originally specialized in manufacturing woodworking machinery, but evolved into iron and steel 
manufacturing as time progressed. In 1930, the firm began manufacturing metal airplane propellers. 
Blackburn’s past foundry experience positioned him to lead the company at a critical time, just before the 
onset of World War II. 

In 1933, Blackburn most likely approached Schellenbach and together, they obtained a patent for 
“a machine for slicing bread and other comparatively soft bakery products” (US Patent #2072846), 
assigned to the Fay-Egan Manufacturing Company. This particular invention seems to lie just beyond the 
backgrounds of these two men. Blackburn specialized in iron and steel manufacturing while Schellenbach 
specialized in designing machine tools. It is not clear where their interest in bakery products came into 
the picture. Otto F. Rohwedder of Davenport, Iowa invented the first machine “for slicing an entire loaf 
of baked bread in a single operation” for which a patent was issued in 1932 (US Patent #1867377). 

Perhaps Blackburn and Schellenbach, or the Fay-Egan Company, sought 
to capitalize on this new technology with improvements. The Wyoming team 
earned their patent in 1937, just as both families were moving out of Wyoming. 
The invention probably failed to gain traction because the two inventors passed 
away shortly after the patent was issued. William Schellenbach passed away 
in 1942 in San Francisco, California. Samuel Blackburn passed away in 1946 
in Los Angeles, California. The “slicing machine” was the only patent Blackburn 
ever obtained. 

THE BEST THING SINCE SLICED BREAD…The Bread Slicer
          By Amy Pursley

If you know of someone who deserves recognition for their ‘Imagineering’ please let us know!
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BUSINESS MEMBERS  

In the words of Levi Coffin. Sally, an intelligent woman of brown 
complexion, belonged to a couple of maiden ladies who lived in 
Covington, Kentucky, having become their property by inheritance. Sally 
was a good and faithful servant and had never suffered the sting of the 
lash. She was often told they intended to set her and her children free. 
This was to dissuade her from running away to a free state. Her husband 
was taken to the far south and never heard from again.

One morning Sally was told she and her children were sold and would be 
taken away that day. She was then ordered upstairs. When she reached 
her room, she managed to get out of the window, drop to the ground 
and run to the house of a widow. The lady deeply sympathized with 
Sally, being a mother she could under stand the distress she felt. She 
concealed Sally in a safe place, thinking the children would not be taken 
away unless the mother was found.

The widow lady then came over to Cincinnati to talk with friends who 
knew abolitions. William Casey a worthy colored man was consulted and 
a plan was soon agreed upon. Sally was to be dressed as a man, taken 
to the Licking River in Covington at midnight where William Casey would 
be and bring her across to Ohio.

The undertaking was a hazardous one for both of them. The 
arrangement was completed without discovery. They came directly to 
my house on the corner of Franklin and Broadway.  Sally would not go 
to Canada and leave her children to suffer and die in slavery. Her heart 
yearned especially for her youngest child, a three-year old who had weak 
eyes and was almost blind.

Efforts were made to secure the liberty of her two oldest children from 
a master in Lexington, but all these efforts failed. Sally was finally sent 
on to Canada alone. I heard from her frequently. She married, but the 
consuming grief for her children never left her. One daughter finally 
escaped and went to Canada, but her mother died just before she 
reached her.

There was never a reunion of the family on earth, but let us hope there 
will be a reunion in heaven without the loss of one.

Source: Reminiscences of Levi Coffin, The Reputed President of the Underground 
Railroad.

SALLY THE SLAVE GIRL…..Glenn Lewis

Since 1993, Rod has specialized in distinctive residential additions and 
remodeling projects. They are a small office consisting of Architect Rod 
Sidley and two registered Architects. They have had the opportunity to 
design over 170 addition and remodeling projects within Wyoming
including several local businesses and provide a unique and personalized 
approach to every project. Rod offers complete Architectural Services and 
will follow your project to completion.

ROD SIDLEY ARCHITECT
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Many thanks to Shafiq and Casandra Waller of Poplar Avenue for 
buying the “Porch Party” package that your Historical Society offered 
in the Wyoming School Foundation “Blue White and Drive Thru” virtual 
auction in January.  We spend several hours with the Waller’s and their 
surrounding neighbors talking Wyoming History and answering their 
many questions.  

PORCH FRIENDS ARE THE BEST...

NEW MEMBER WELCOME...
Chris & Maueen Geiger

MEMBERSHIP...
Our membership year is January-December with our membership drive 
happening late each fall.  However, we gladly welcome new members at 
anytime of the year. For a year dues are: Family $20, Contributing $50, 
Business $25. New members joining after August will be credited through 
December of the following year.  New members please send your check, 
name, address, phone and email to us and we will handle the rest. 800 
Oak Avenue, Wyoming, OH 45215. Thank you.

DID YOU KNOW?...
Poplar Avenue, located between Burns and Crescent was originally 
called McLaren Avenue. If you were on 
Poplar and drove directly across the 
railroad tracks into Lockland you would find 
yourself on McLaren Avenue in Lockland.  
So who was McLaren?  He was the long-
time Superintendent of the CH&D Railroad 
eventually become the President! But he 
didn’t live in Lockland or Wyoming...he lived in 
Glendale!
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SHERRY SHEFFIELD RECEIVES COL. REILY AWARD.....Mary Killen

On June 23, The Board of Trustees presented Sherry 
Sheffield with the prestigious Colonel Robert Reily Award at 
a ceremony and reception held at Twin Oaks on Liddle Lane, 
the historic residence of Wyoming’s founder. Current owners, 
Tony and Cathy Ramstetter hosted the event.

Currently, Sherry Sheffield serves as historian, accessionist, 
archivist, genealogist and office manager. She has also 
served in a variety of roles on the Board of Trustees and 
has been instrumental in the creation of programs and 
projects that further the community’s knowledge of our 
city’s history. Throughout her two decades of volunteerism, 
she has exemplified the mission of the Historical Society…
preservation, education and appreciation of Wyoming’s long 
history. In part, 
Sherry’s nomination stated “There is no greater resource for Wyoming history than Sherry. And no one has 
done more to preserve and promote history than her.”
To mark the occasion, Sherry received several mementoes….an embroidered pillow with the saying 
“Honoring Wyoming’s Past, Preserving for the Future” and a wine chiller with the Historical Society logo 
and date. A friend of Sherry’s provided a 100-year old slate from the old roof of 800 Oak Avenue with the 
logo and award information. Wyoming Mayor Melissa Monich issued a proclamation naming June 23, 
2022, as Sherry Sheffield Day for her continuing service and sense of volunteerism to the City of Wyoming.

In the tradition of the Reily recipients, an honorarium was established in Sherry’s name to benefit the 
society. Over $5,500 was generously donated per Sherry’s designation for the purchase of enhanced 
technology to preserve documents and display cases for the History Museum. 

Sherry with the Reily Award plaque that 
resides in Wyoming’s Council Chambers.

Sherry and Debby Martin. The plaque was made by Debby on a pliece of slate that 
was over 100 years old and came from the original roof of the City Building.

Great food was had by all 
thanks to Gabby’s Cafe.
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MAYORS FROM WYOMING PAST...By Sherry Sheffield                                                        

#19 
Fredrick John Wrampelmeier

6 Feb 1959 – 1 Dec 1971
As a boy Fred liked the outdoors and learned how 
to shoot a rifle.  At age 14 he lied about his age in 
order to join the Ohio National Guard.  However, 
when the Guard was called out for strike duty in 
Dayton one summer, he was camping in Michigan 
and his father had to explain his absence, leading 
to his discharge.  At the beginning of World War 
II Fred volunteered for military service but was 
rejected on medical grounds.

Fred attended the public school in Hyde Park and 
graduated from Withrow High School in 1925. He received his Bachelor of Arts degree from Cornell 
University in 1929. Fred won letters in track and football at Withrow, placing third in hurdles in the Ohio 
Relays. He played end in varsity football at Cornell, receiving athletic letters for football in 1927 and 1928 
and returned to Cornell the fall after graduation as an assistant coach for the football team. He was a 
member of fraternities in both high school and at Cornell.

Returning to Cincinnati, he lived with his widowed mother at 1155 Halpin Ave, Hyde Park. He enjoyed 
singing and dancing. He also joined an organization called the Natabian Club which included several 
young men from Wyoming and brought him into contact with social circles there. On 22 October 1933, 
when Fred was 27, he married Shirley Metcalfe Brooks (1910-1997), daughter of Leroy Brooks, Jr. and 
Florence Marie Metcalfe in Wyoming. 

In 1929 Fred joined his brother, Ernst, in managing F. Wrampelmeier & Son, Painting Contractors, 
with their office at 610 Broadway in Cincinnati. Fred was primarily the “outside man”, responsible for 
estimates, supervising the work, etc., while Ernest largely handled the office work.  During World War 
II, when the firm had a contract to paint the huge Wright Aeronautical engine plant in Evendale, Fred 
maintained a second office at the plant. In the 1950’s Ernest retired to Florida and Fred became sole 
owner of the family business which he liquidated when he retired in 1971.

From 1933 to 1937, Fred and Shirley resided at 1155 Halpin Ave, Hyde Park, formerly the home of 
his parents. They moved to 149 Burns in Wyoming in 1937 remaining 
there until 1978 when they sold that house and moved to an apartment 
at Williamsburg on Compton Road in Hartwell. A few years after Fred’s 
death, Shirley moved to Maple Knoll in Springdale where she remained 
until her death.

Two years after moving to Wyoming, Fred, in 1939, was elected to the 
Wyoming City Council. In all, he was to spend 32 years on the council as 
councilman, vice mayor (1957-59) and mayor (1959-71). 

149 Burns Avenue
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As mayor he oversaw the annexation of 
additional areas to Wyoming. He presided 
over a Mayor’s Court that handled traffic 
violations and other misdemeanors. He 
also officiated at seven weddings, two 
of them held in his living room. During 
these years he served on the board of the 
Wyoming Building and Loan Association. In 
November 1971 he retired from council at 
the same time as he retired from business. 
In recognition of his continuous years of 
service to the community, the Wyoming 
council presented him with a plaque and a 
testimonial dinner was held in his honor. 

In his early years Fred played tennis and bowled at the Civic Center. Later he played golf at the 
Wyoming Golf Club. He enjoyed roller coasters and would ride them on visits to his children and 
grandchildren to the old Coney Island amusement park and later to Kings Island.   He and Shirley 
played poker for small stakes with a group of friends that included the then Mayor of Cincinnati Walter 
Bachrach and his wife. They joked that they had the only “two mayor” poker club in the Cincinnati area. 
In retirement, Fred and Shirley found time to travel to the Far East, Britain, Scandinavia, Germany and 
the Mediterranean. 

The Ohio Historical Society marker for Col. Robert Reily was dedicated during Wrampelmeier’s 
administration.  It was residents William Northlich and James Barnett that worked hard to determine 
the correct spelling of Robert Reily’s name so the sign would be correct. The dedication was in 1965.

Fred’s three children all graduated from Wyoming High School. Brooks “Pete” ‘52 was a Foreign 
Service Diplomat who passed away several months ago. Daughter Holly ‘55 died in 2018. Brother Kent 
‘67 lives in Fairfield.  Mayor Wrampelmeier and his wife are buried in Spring Grove Cemetery.

On the left, seated in 
his tricycle is Chuck 
Foertmeyer in about 
1953. On the right is a 
photo from the same 
position today!  It is the 
intersection of Reily and 
Hillcrest.....but in the left 
photo there is no Laramie 
Trail!!!  And yes, that is 
the same telephone pole 
in the background of each 
photo.

BEFORE AND AFTER...

(Mayor Wrampelmeier continued)
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PRESIDENT’S LETTER...Jim Walton

Dear Members,

Happy summer! Hope everyone enjoyed the 4th of July festivities. 
The City always puts on a great show for its residents. 

I recently moved to a home on Worthington Ave, built in 1870, 
and located in Wyoming’s historic district. I will be purchasing 
an Historic Plaque to mount on the front porch. For those not 
familiar with these plaques, it’s a great way to honor the history 
of your property. Plaques contain engraving that states “This 
property listed in the National Register of Historic Places”. And 
there is the option of including additional text specific to your 
address. Contact the Historical Society for more information to 
purchase a customized plaque.

OUr next program is coming up in September. We hope to  see 
you there.
Thanks for your ongoing support.

Jim Walton


