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IMAGINEERING...
Many people that live or lived in Wyoming have ‘invented’ something. Whether it’s a formula for a soap, a 
cooking spray or a piece of art. We continue to highlight some of those people who helped make our life 
better in their special way.

John Helmsderfer always wanted to be an 
independent business person. So he started early by 
forming his first business as a teenager, performing 
lawn care for neighbors and friends. In short time, 
he was booking 75 yards per week. Two trucks, two 
trailers and a driveway full of assorted lawn care 
equipment at his childhood home on Oregon Trail, 
was an allusion to his future inventions. 

But first, a career in construction prompted his first 
patents. While performing interior finish work, mostly 
for office buildings, John saw a need for coverings 
for exposed under-sink pipes where wheelchair 
access was expected. The coverings, detailed 
through more than a dozen patents, protect both 
the pipes and the person from temperature and 
abrasiveness. While devising this solution, he also 
saw a need for improvements to diaper changing 
stations in public restrooms. Another dozen patents 
would follow for the design of larger, safer, and 
cleaner changing stations.

SEEDS OF INVENTION...Amy Pursley
But the patents closest to John’s heart were the 
ones he developed for landscaping care. From 
watering, to pruning, to tree removal, John has 
devised solutions to make yard work easier and 
more efficient...and potentially more profitable for 
the next young entrepreneur.

Wyoming Historical Society
is a 501 (c) 3 not-for-profit 

corporation.

Long and short hand held sprinklers 
with their ‘wings’ expanded for 
sprinkling your lawn unattended. 
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JOINING THE BOARD IS: Amy Pursley

JOINING THE BOARD IS: Anne Black

Amy, and her husband, Brian, moved to Wyoming 
in 2006. Their daughter, Amelia, attends Hilltop 
Elementary. After working as a licensed civil 
engineer for over 15 years, she now enjoys 
volunteering, gardening, and hiking.

Anne Black is a native New Yorker.  She moved to Cincinnati in 1995 after 
marrying her late husband William Black a professor of piano performance 
at the University of Cincinnati - CCM.  Ms. Black moved to Wyoming in 2004 
with her twins Cathy and Sam (WHS 2020) to take advantage of the schools 
and family friendly community.  

Ms. Black works in the construction industry and has renovated several 
homes in Wyoming, including properties on Oak Avenue, Burns Ave., Circle-
wood Ln., Charles St., Chisholm Trail and her current home on Compton 
Road which she and her twins ran as a Bed and Breakfast until 2016.  

Anne, Sam & Cathy

Amy

ORDER INFORMATION:
The book may be purchased by mail (check or money order) for the grand 
total of $34.95 per copy (this includes postage) and payment may be sent 
to: John Campbell, Box 176, Overpeck, Ohio 45055.
 
Be sure to clearly include your complete name and mailing address with 
your order. Signed or dedicated copies are available. Please advise when 
placing your order. If you prefer to use a credit card or bank account, pay-
ment may be made using Paypal.com. When directed to enter the recipi-
ents email address please use: LocklandHistory@aol.com followed by the 
amount ($34.95) and indicate that it is for “Goods or Services”, there is no fee for you to use this ser-
vice.

LOCKLAND OHIO “Visions of the Past” A TIMELINE is the second 
Lockland history book by John Campbell. It is a 130 page reflection 
into the past that highlights the town’s history through a yearly window. 
It serves to highlight the historical account of some of the buildings, 
storefront’s, and many of the sites and personalities attributed to Lockland.

MEMBERSHIP...
Our membership year is January-December with our membership drive happening late each fall.  However, 
we gladly welcome new members at anytime of the year. For a year dues are: Family $20, Contributing $50, 
Business $25. New members joining after August will be credited through December of the following year.  New 
members please send your check, name, address, phone and email to us and we will handle the rest. 800 Oak 
Avenue, Wyoming, OH 45215. Thank you.
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Access Audio is a full-service event production company specializing in 
professional sound, lighting, and video. Behind every Access Audio event is a 
client with a vision and a team of passionate craftspeople breathing life into it. 
It’s this relationship that makes our productions truly custom experiences. It’s 
what takes an event from memorable to unforgettable. From audio equipment 
rental and event lighting rental to AV installation, training, and consulting, 
Access Audio exists to support you.

BUSINESS MEMBERS     Welcome Access Audio

OUR FOUNDING.....Part 2......Jenni McCauley

What created the awareness that led to saving the historic part of 
Wyoming and thus much of our town and its history. It is hard to 
imagine now but when I first moved here to renovate a rundown 
Victorian, I remember residents who lived in the newer areas tell me 
that I lived in “The Bottoms”. A number of others told me that the village 
area should just be torn down and replaced with new houses. Clearly 
not everyone in Wyoming felt that way, so what finally changed this 
attitude? Over the years there were four critical actions that led to 
saving “Old Wyoming”.

The first important action was 
the saving of the Riddle-Friend 
House at 507 Springfield 
Pike in 1970. Built in 1832 
on 10 acres, it is one of two 
earliest homes still standing 
in Wyoming. A developer had 
made a substantial offer to 
purchase the Riddle-Friend 
house and its remaining two 
acres. The plan was to tear 
down the old house, divide the land and build new homes. Two 
Wyoming families Katie & Henry Bond and Tom & Dee Stegman 
were determined to stop demolition. They outbid the developer, put 
restrictions in the deed, and resold it to owner occupants, the Razette 
Family. The Schuholz family were the next to buy it and currently, the 
Rutter Family. The determination of the Bonds and Stegmans was the 
first demonstration that proved that there was a market for old Wyoming 
homes.

The second action was Wyoming’s Centennial Celebration in 1974. 
It was a wonderful celebration of the history and all thing “Wyoming”. 
A volunteer committee of residents organized the celebration and all 
its events, raised $12,000 in donation (remember dollars went much 
farther then), sold  memorabilia, organized a play for the 
community, and wrote a remembrance book. In need of more money 
to pay off the rest of the Centennial debt, they organized the very first 
Historic House Tour.

Riddle-Friend House about 1900

(Continued on next page)

This is the second of three parts exploring the 40 year history of your 
Wyoming Historical Society.
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Riddle-Friend House about 2000

BUSINESS
MEMBERS

2022 Wyoming Historical Society
BOARD OF TRUSTEES:

Anne Black
Jim Briggs

Sheri Callaghan
David Lentz
Mike O’Neill
Brian Pitman
Amy Pursley
Sue Saylors

David Savage

Sherry Sheffield
Newsletter Editor &

Office Manager

OFFICERS:  
Jim Walton,  President
Open, Vice-President
Jeff Blunt, Treasurer

Mickey Jewett, Secretary

Jon Boss, who still lives on Reily, was Chairman of the Celebration and 
described it as most successful because it significantly upped interest 
in Wyoming’s history and, even more important, the potential of its 18th 
century homes. Still not fully out of debt, they went on to do another 
tour in the 1970s to finally clear that out. Unexpectedly, the Centennial 
Celebration played a key role in furthering the renovation of the 18th and 
19th century  homes in the Village.

DID YOU KNOW?...
At one time Wyoming had three train 
stations. The Park Place station, shown 
here, was on the Mill Creek near where 
East Charlotte meets North Park. This 
painting, done by Jim Effler, hangs at 
your Historical Society.
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Roy W. Johnson, who lived at 93 West Hill Lane in 
the 1930s, acquired a dozen patents for automo-
bile headlights. Mr. Johnson began his career with 
the C.M. Hall Lamp Company in Detroit, Michigan, 
where he obtained his first patent in 1930 for a 
“lamp socket” for vehicles.

A year later, Mr. Johnson was working for the 
John W. Brown Manufacturing Company in Co-
lumbus, Ohio. There he acquired two more pat-
ents, one for an integral blub and lens for head-
lamps and another for a bulb mounting design that 
better aligned the light filament with the reflectors.

A year later, Mr. Johnson, his wife and two sons 
were living in Wyoming while he worked for the 
Corcoran Brown Lamp Company on Spring Grove 
Avenue. Roy’s first patent with Corcoran Brown 
was for a “traffic observing instrument”. This was 
a riff on the side view mirror. However, instead of 
viewing traffic behind the vehicle, it was meant to 
observe traffic in front of the vehicle, beyond the 

JOHNSON’S BRIGHT IDEA...Amy Pursley

immediately preceding vehicle. Also, instead of a 
mirror, it used a prism. However, the cost to produce 
these types of prisms were probably prohibitive. 
The remainder of Mr. Johnson’s patents revolved 
around developing headlights to address “continual 
demands…being made for less expensive construc-
tions and constructions of greater efficiency, ease 
of manipulation and strength, accompanied with 
greater beauty, grace and simplicity of lines than 
heretofore.” (US patent 1,945,309)

By 1941, Roy Johnson had become the general 
manager of Corcoran Brown, which had become a 
subsidiary of the Electric Auto-Lite Company out of 
Toledo, Ohio. Roy was responsible for overseeing 
a 63,000 square foot addition to the manufacturing 
plant on Spring Grove Avenue. The company had 
already switched production to manufacturing spe-
cial headlights for military vehicles. Later that year, 
Roy was named president of the Corcoran Brown 
Company.

If you know of someone who 
deserves recognition for their 
‘Imagineering’ please let us know!
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THE SIPPEL TRUCK FARM...

914 Oak Avenue

803 Oak Ave 819 Oak Ave

In the early 1900’s, Wyoming had a wonderful vegetable and flower farm 
on Oak Avenue. This Truck Farm furnished vegetable and flowers for all 
the Village. 

The farm was owned by Gottlieb Sippel and his wife Selma. In 1886, when 
they got married, Gottlieb was a porter. Somewhere between then and 
1900 they moved to 914 Wyoming avenue and started their farm. 

Gottlieb died in 1934, outliving his wife and several children. The farm 
went to his only remaining child Clara. She sold it a year later when she 
moved to the Otterbein Community in Lebanon, Ohio. The farm then be-
came a chicken farm with numerous reports of chicken thefts.

The picture above shows the truck farm sometime after 1916. The house, 914 Oak, is still there 
at the entrance to Oak Park. It is considered the oldest brick home in 
Wyoming. The photograph was taken from the hill at the railroad tracks 
looking toward Oak Avenue. Several landmarks have been pointed out 
on the map. 

This photograph and the one of Clara Sippel are new additions to our 
archives. We thank Jake Jacobs, whose personal family history goes 
way back in Wyoming, for sharing them with us.

Clara Sippel

914 Oak Avenue

First section of the Oak 
Avenue School currently 
Council Chambers.
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Nadine Roberts Waters—A Hidden Heroine - Part 1
Jennifer Greenwald Sauers

“I have something to show you,” said Nadine Roberts Waters from across 
her dimly lit parlor. She wrapped her arms around a thick brown scrapbook 
and allowed a discreet groan to escape. She lifted it from a table, clutched 
it to her chest, and walked to the Victorian settee where I sat attentively. 
As a 17-year-old, I wore shorts and a T-shirt on that hot Cincinnati day in 
1980, while Nadine was clothed in a long-sleeved floral wraparound dress, 
stockings, and pumps. She sat down and smiled, sitting close to me so 
that when she opened the heavy book, its front and back covers rested on 
each of our laps.

Turning the yellowed pages, Nadine pointed to playbills, programs, 
clippings, and letters. She regaled me with stories of her musical 
adventures as a concert artist in Boston, Paris, and New York. She’d sung 
in cathedrals and castles, on the radio and for royalty, and even during 
Cincinnati Reds baseball games. The image of her overstuffed scrapbook 
and the stories it contained stuck with me for over forty years, not just 
because of the mementos it held, but the meaning behind them.

We’d been introduced by my mother’s acquaintance, who knew I played piano and understood that 
Nadine needed an accompanist for Wyoming’s Fourth of July celebration. She and I practiced the “Star-
Spangled Banner” during a few sessions at her house at 627 Van Roberts Place in the weeks leading up 
to the Fourth. I accompanied her on an old upright with a few out-of-tune keys, yet her voice was strong 
and clear. Occasionally I’d glance up from the keyboard and watch Nadine enunciating lyrics through a 
mouth lined with rich crimson lipstick. 

Initially, I thought the Independence Day concert would be a onetime gig, and she probably did, too. We 
made an unlikely pair that day on the football field, a preppy white teenager in a bland navy skirt, offset 
by an elegant Black octogenarian wearing a bright red dress, stylish sunglasses, large pearl earrings, 
and a wide-brimmed fedora. Our worlds were far apart. Some would say our age and color disparities 
made us an odd duo. I came to understand our biggest differences weren’t physical. Rather, the gulf 
between us comprised the opportunities I had (and took for granted) as a teenager compared to Nadine, 
who was forced to struggle for opportunities her entire life. All of her achievements were won through 
determination and earnestness. 

Despite this, we struck up a friendship. I wasn’t particularly interested in classical music back then, but 
Nadine’s cultured worldliness and vivacity beguiled me. She was unlike anyone I knew. Slender and 
poised, she was fluent in at least four languages, had rubbed elbows with celebrities, and was a curious 
blend of extroversion and poise, dogged persistence and polite decorum. 

(Nadine Roberts Waters was raised in Wyoming and after her adventures across the globe she returned to her home 
town. Thanks to Annie Lou Richardson, your Wyoming Historical Society is the caretaker of Nadine’s scrapbook. We 
are, with the help of the Cincinnati and Hamilton County Public Library, woking to preserve the scrapbook and the 
stories it holds.)

Nadine Roberts Waters

Jennifer is actively researching the life of Nadine Waters. If you or someone you know 
have memories of Nadine, Jennifer would love to speak with you. Please contact her at 
jenniferasauers@outlook.com or (513) 218-5979.
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ON THIS DAY......
A great reason to “like” our Facebook page...
about 8 times a month you will learn about 
someting that happened on that day in Wyoming 
history. Our thanks to Todd Williams and Jim 
Walton for their work on making this project 
happen.

PRESIDENT’S LETTER

Happy New Year to 
all of our members, 
supporters and 
residents. Your 
Historical Society 
is making plans 
for programs and 
events for 2022. We 
will start scheduling 
the programs when 
this most recent 
covid varient moves 
on and hope that 
another doesn’t 
follow. We are talking about April for the next 
program.
A special thank you to those who continue 
to support us with annual dues. We truly 
appreciate your generosity.

Jim Walton
President


