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HAPPY 40TH BIRTHDAY 
WYOMING HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Come to our birthday celebration and special program at the Wyoming Civic 
Center on November 18th.  We will have our short annual meeting with 
members voting for new board members followed by former Mayor David 
Savage showing the 7 short historical videos he did and talking about the 
Wyoming history surrounding each one. Then we will share cupcakes and 
celebrate our 40th year.  

We will follow the covid protocols set by the Civic Center at the time of our program.



PROUD BUSINESS MEMBERS

NEW MEMBER 
WELCOME...

LaRosa’s has been serving pizza in Cincinnati for years and 
the Wyoming Franchise has been dishing it out for several 
decades. Franchise owner and long-time Wyoming resident, 
Joe Westendorf, had his grocery on the corner or W. Charlotte 
and Springfield Pike before going into the restaurant business. 
There is a lot of history on that corner. Stop by LaRosa’s 
current building for dinner soon!

John & LaBecca Hall
Margaret Polen

ON THIS DAY IN WYOMING....
Have you seen our “On this Day in Wyoming” 
announcements on our Facebook page and on the City of 
Wyoming Facebook page?  Thanks to Todd Williams for the 
facts and Jim Walton for the graphics...we will continue with 
them.
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OUR FOUNDING.....Jenni McCauley
(Jenni McCauley is the last living member of the founding board of the Wyoming Historical Society. For our 40th 
year, she has written about the founding. This is the first of three parts.)

The Wyoming Historical Society was founded in the living 
room of Annie Lou and John Helmsderfer’s house at 910 
Oregon Trail the evening of November 12th, 1981. Founding 
members there were Annie Lou and John Helmsderfer, 
Katie and Henry Bond, Jean Anderson, John Diehl, Dorothy 
Schierenbeck, Shirley Brooks Wrampelmeier and two newer 
residents, Scott Crooks, an attorney and Jenni McCauley, a 
real estate broker.

Scott Crooks reviewed the proposed by-laws and 
organization. A few questions were raised and addressed 
to everyone’s satisfaction. Then all present signed with a 
flourish. A celebration followed with champagne toasts to 
Annie Lou and Katie for finally achieving their dream of 
founding a society that would preserve all the Wyoming 
history that had been gathered over the years.

Both had grown up in the old historic village district and loved 
its “can walk anywhere” culture.  Both respected the stately 
houses but for Katie it was her main interest while Annie 
Lou was much more concerned with the people who lived in 
Wyoming and their histories. 

They complimented each other very well. Oh yes, many others supported the concept of an historical 
society but did not have the time. These two made it happen.

A few years later, the Society hosted its first house tour. Again, “our remarkable pair” made this event a 
success.

Together they organized volunteer committees, found hostesses for each house, handled publicity and 
wrote architectural descriptions.

Showing a number of graceful historic houses to the public became an unspoken invitation to people who 
were considering Wyoming as their new hometown. This event was repeated through the years as needed 
to raise money for the Wyoming Historical Society.

In time, the renovations strengthened the finances of the schools and city for the greater number of 
residents and higher incomes made for a stronger tax base.

VILLAGE STORE
Page 5 has a list of great gifts for the upcoming holiday season.  We have limited supplies of some 
of the items and when they are gone...well they are gone.  You can see all the items in person at our 
offices in the lower level of the City Building. These items also make great welcome gifts or going away 
gifts. 

AND, they are on sale to help celebrate our 40th Birthday!! 
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Greider Raised the Roof
Harold Greider, a resident of 65 Jewett Drive from 1931 to 1988, acquired over 50(!) 
patents during his career as Director of Research for the Philip Carey Manufacturing 
Company of Lockland, Ohio. Most of his work involved developing new roofing materials. 
In 1940, Mr. Greider received an award for “Contributing to Industrial Progress”. This award 
was sponsored by the National Association of Manufacturers, the Ohio Manufacturers 
Association, and the Industrial Association and was the result of a six month search to 
identify “industrial pioneers” throughout the country.

WHAT THEY DID......Amy Pursley
A continuing series on the discoveries, the patents and the talents of Wyoming residents 
now and then.

Gannon Cleared the Air
Russell Gannon, who lived at 233 Oliver Road from 1940 to 1970, patented several inventions 
for the purification and dehumidification of air, primarily for military uses. Mr. Gannon started 
his first company in 1932 manufacturing heating, ventilation and air conditioning equipment. 
By the middle of the century, the US military had consulted Mr. Gannon frequently to address 
issues such as dehumidifying and purifying air inside high-altitude aircraft. A second company, 
the “Russell R. Gannon Company”, was formed to fulfill the military contracts. The largest of 
these contracts involved supplying 231 dehumidifiers, weighing 5500 pounds each, to be used 
in military warehouses to prevent rust and mildew from affecting the stored equipment.  The 
price tag for this 1959 contract was $776,000. In 2021 dollars, this contract would be worth 
approximately 7.3 million dollars. 

Wyoming’s Solar Prospector
Richard J. Rowekamp was a home builder by trade but was dedicated 
to studying ways to harness solar power. A resident of 440 Hilltop 
Lane from 1958 to 1967, Richard was constantly tinkering with scale 
model designs in his backyard. This led to his acquisition of ten 
patents for collecting solar energy. Sadly, Richard’s work was cut 
short by his untimely death in 1975, just two months after he was 
issued his last patent. Also, his work using shallow trays of water to 
collect heat from the sun simply couldn’t compete with the collection 
efficiency of photovoltaic cells which were rapidly developing at the 
time. 

FALL FESTIVAL 2021
A big thank you to everyone who came to visit our booth at Fall 
Festival. It was great being back in our ‘usual’ spot on “The 
Avenue” for this always fun event.  We had great sales and 
made some new friends. A special thanks to all the board and 
volunteers who helped setup, take down and talk with all our 
visitors.

At left, Board member Brian Pitman talking with Rachel Leininger 
from the Rec Center.
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In honor of Veteran’s Day

A WW2 COMBAT INFANTRYMAN’S STORY 

By Harrison West (Edited by Glenn Lewis)

In the early morning of 26 November, Bob Shane and I along with our 1st Battalion Baker Co. 1st 
Platoon buddies are dug in at the open pasture just east of Wahlenheim, about a mile or so south 
of Batzendorf. It is 0600, 28 Nov. when the Batzendorf attack order is issued.

Well, all hell breaks loose that night as an intense firefight lights up the entire sky above the village 
and at least 180 degrees around it. M-1 Rifle, BAR & Burp Gun tracer fire crisscrosses the pasture 
and us in about every conceivable direction and elevation.

A grey and bitter cold dawn slides over the valley and over our positions along the crescent 
shaped ridge! The move-out order comes down. Mexico, Slotnick, Weiskopff and I collect our gear 
and start around the ridge toward the positions of Bob Shane’s squad. Along with all of the other 
GIs, we move past evacuated foxholes that have been so busy the night before. Our first clue that 
something is wrong came as we noted one BAR man still in his hole in firing position at the far end 
of the line. Sharp pangs of apprehension, fear and doubt would be mild understatements charac-
terizing the thoughts racing through our heads as we closed in on that position: The last time I saw 
Bob Shane.

An image comes into focus that leaves us speechless, silent and prayerful as we move up the rise 
leading to that foxhole. I walk slowly up toward that now silent BAR. With a reverence and despair 
that still defies words and humanity, I reach out & touch the cold steel barrel and look straight into 
the face of Bob Shane. His eyes are still open. His sighting eye is still squinting through the rear 
gun sight, looking directly at me, but not seeing me.  It is just one image, among hundreds, burned 
into my brain for 60 years this writing…surfacing lately beyond control. 

War is, and will always be through eternity an absolute, unmitigated, immoral, ghastly hell…but the 
loss of freedom is far worse. The unvarnished face of war. The explicit truth and unlimited shock 
of the image before us easily sinks in, as the extent of the damage to this young man becomes 
apparent to all of us. Considerable quantities of white brain material had blown out a huge exit 
hole in the back of his head, sprayed and deflected off the back inside of his helmet, and then 
ricocheted and splattered down over the entire receiver and stock end of his BAR.

It covered his right hand and trigger finger…still on the trigger…still firing at the enemy flashes on 
the far side of that God forsaken pasture. In short, that round had blown the boy’s brains out. What 
else is there to say? I have to turn away from this scene and join the column for another day.

Editor’s note: This story was taken from the recent addition of our Wyoming Authors Collection, Sunshine 
Soldier, by Harrison West. The book was donated by the West children in honor and memory of their late 
parents, Harrison & Nancy West.
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VILLAGE STORE FOR THE HOLIDAY SEASON

“Wyoming: A Retrospective”
Book - $35

“Images of Wyoming”
Book - $25

150th Anniversary 
Wine Glass - $10

Wyoming-Opoly Game - $30 Cat’s Meow Collectible
Doughboy - $20

Cat’s Meow Collectible
Wyoming Logo - $20

Cat’s Meow Collectible
Wyoming Middle School -  - $25

Cat’s Meow Collectible
Pendery Avenue School -  - $25

Wyoming Centennial
Queen of the Suburbs Plate

$20

Available at your Historical Society headquarters

All these items are available at the
Wyoming Historical Society, 800 Oak Ave. 

Hours: 10:30 am - 3:00 pm Tuesday or 
by apppointment. 

history@wyomingohio.gov
513-842-1383

Wyoming-Opoly also available 
for the regular price at the Wyoming 
Pastry Shop and Wyoming City Offices.

“A Tale of Three Towns”
1794-1897

$10

40th Birthday sales prices in red - through December 2021

$20

$30

$20$20

$5

$15

$15

$15

2/$10

$20
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WYOMING HISTORICAL SOCIETY ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DUES
January 2022 - December 2022

Make check payable to: Wyoming Historical Society and send to:
Wyoming Historical Society, 800 Oak Avenue, Wyoming, OH 45215

We are an approved 501-c-3 organization. Contributions are tax deductible.

___ Family Membership $20            ___ Contributing Membership $50
___Business Membership $25           ___Contribution: $___________

 NAME: _______________________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS:____________________________________________________________

CITY:_____________________________ ST:________ ZIP:_____________________

PHONE:_______________________EMAIL:____________________________

If you provide an email address you will receive your newsletters and program reminders by email. 
If you prefer to receive your newsletter by USPS, please check this box.

Please consider paying next year’s dues from this newsletter.  That will save us time, 
energy and the postage needed to send a separate dues notice!!!!  Thank you.

IT’S THAT TIME AGAIN.......
Yes, dues time!  We appreciate your membership and hope that we can count on you to continue our 
quest to find and preserve Wyoming’s history.  Your dues and donations are one way you can help us 
in our mission.  We appreciate it.

A SOLDIER’S WISH….Glenn Lewis

Take a quiet moment from your busy day and study Wyoming’s Veterans War 
Memorial. It rests on the lawn at the Civic Center facing Springfield Pike. 

This 1926 bronze sculpture by Mary L. Alexander portrays a citizen soldier 
who has returned home from the First World War, thought to be, “the war to 
end all wars.” He stands straight and strong. Notice his sleeves are rolled up 
and he no longer carries a weapon. It soon becomes apparent the artist has 
crafted a message that reads, “The war is over, now its time to establish a 
lasting peace.” 

She gives a vision of what might be.



The Wyoming Historical Society
800 Oak Street
Wyoming OH 45215

PRESIDENT’S LETTER...Jim Walton

Look forward to seeing 

you on November 18 at 

the Civic Center

Dear Members,

As the Wyoming Historical Society celebrates its 40th 
anniversary in November, I feel its important to recognize 
and thank the many dedicated people who have donated 
their time, talents and passion toward our group and 
its mission. Presidents…Trustees…Volunteers…City 
Employees…and members...everyone has played an 
important role in developing, maintaining and growing 
our organization. We wouldn’t be here today without your 
enthusiastic support. 

Hope to see everyone at the Civic Center on November 
18th as we celebrate our 40th birthday!

Jim Walton, President


