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The Coke bottle to the right looks very similar to a 
Coke bottle of current times. However, this bottle 
has witnessed history. This bottle, with a small bit of 
coke still in it, witnessed the fire that burned down 
the Wyoming Club – the Civic Center before the 
one that now sits at Worthington and the Pike.

The Wyoming Club was the second building, 
on the same property, to lose its life to fire. The 
“original” Civic Center, the Amusement Hall, was 
built in 1885 and burned in 1908.  Immediately the 
Wyoming Club was built to replace it. That building 
burned in the early morning hours of February 5, 
1948. Four fire departments (Wyoming, Reading, 
Lockland and St. Bernard) spent over seven hours 
trying to contain the blaze so it would not move to 
surrounding structures. Loss was thought to be 
$200,000. That building contained a library which 
lost 4,500 books, cafeteria, dining room, four 
bowling alleys, a meeting hall and the Wyoming 
Building and Loan Association.

In the ashes of that fire 
was this bottle of Coke.  
When you pick it up you 
immediately notice that 
it is much heavier than 
bottles of today. It has 
never been opened but 
over the last seventy-plus 
years the Coke inside has 
almost evaporated.  

A COKE BOTTLE WITNESSES HISTORY…

(continued on Page 5)



PROUD BUSINESS MEMBERS

Steve Tonne “The Painter”
Steve Tonne paints homes, inside and out, with high quality 
craftsmanship and products. Over the years, the business has grown 
by good old-fashioned word of mouth. They pride themselves on a 
job well done, and folks seem to agree because they are a small 
business that grows mostly by referral. Ask your neighbors or start 
counting our Steve Tonne “The Painter” white yard signs – you’ll see 
that they are painting the exteriors and interiors of Wyoming area 
homes.

MEMBERSHIP
Our membership year is January-December with our membership drive happening late each fall. However, 
we gladly welcome new members at anytime of the year. For a year dues are: Family $20, Contributing 
$50, Business $25. New members joining after August will be credited through December of the following 
year. New members please send your check, name, address, phone and email to us and we will handle the 
rest. 800 Oak Avenue, Wyoming, OH 45215-2720.



MAYORS FROM WYOMING PAST...By Sherry Sheffield                                                        

Your historical society is actively searching for additional information on Wyoming’s past mayors.  If you 
have any ideas, know any relatives, have any thoughts on how we can learn more on a particular person, 
please let us know.
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Ralph Foster served as Mayor for almost 18 years from June 1941 until his 
death in February 1959. The 2nd longest continuous stretch of any mayor. 
Additionally, he served ten years on council before becoming Mayor. And so 
much happened during his years in office…Wyoming became a city with a 
Charter form of government.  

Ralph was born in England in 1892, raised at 36 East Mills and spent almost 
40 years living at 232 Burns Avenue.  He was a 1911 graduate of Wyoming 
High School and a graduate of the University of Cincinnati. During WWI, he 
served as a pilot. He married Helen Hills and had 2 sons Stanley (WHS ’41) and 
Frank (WHS ’42). Ralph worked for both Diamond Chain Company and Globe 
Wernicke as an Efficiency Engineer. Ralph died on February 6, 1959 and is 
buried at the New London Cemetery in Shandon, Ohio. 

In anticipation of the forthcoming 1950 census, Wyoming voted in a 
“Charter Commission” to prepare a Charter in November of 1948. That 
Charter was approved by the voters at a special election in June 1949.   
Two other events of interest happened during Foster’s tenure. The largest 
was the development of the hilltop area with the purchase of the Dr. 
Gooseman’s estate/farm between Compton and Oregon Trail by Stanley 
Barnhorn. That opened up the development of that part of “The HIll”.  

The most controversial legislation was the law to confine dogs to their 
owner’s property.  Citizens who wished to see dogs confined to their 
owner’s property asked Council to pass an ordinance to that effect. When 
the dog owners learned of this, they appeared to oppose any such law.  
Foster wisely suggested that the citizens favoring confinement could 
force the matter to be placed on the ballot by circulating petitions and 
securing sufficient signatures on them. This was done, and the ordinance 
was approved. The dog owners could not believe that the citizens had 

meant what the ordinance said, so they circulated petitions and got 
the question of a repeal of the dog ordinance on the next ballot. 
This failed and the dog law is still on the books, and just as hard to 
enforce as ever.

During Foster’s reign, a piece of property was purchased along the 
railroad track and turned into Grove Park. Many years later that 
property was renamed Foster Memorial Park in Mayor Foster’s 
honor. 

#18
Ralph Firbank Foster Sr.
2 June 1941- 6 Feb 1959

Ralph’s tomb stone in 
Shannon, OH.

232 Burns Avenue

Mayor Ralph Foster
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As the Wyoming History Museum remains closed due to the pandemic, 
members, through the newsletter, are now going to be able to “visit” 
and learn about the collections in the museum. This first article and 
accompanying photos in the series details information on the Wyoming 
Authors Collection.

Upon entering the museum, one of the most prominent collections features 
books and videos by current and former Wyoming residents and Wyoming 
High School alums. Totaling 170 volumes, the collection celebrates 
the creativity and inspired works by those with Wyoming connections. 

Unfortunately, these editions are not available 
for lending but remain part of the museum’s 
permanent collection.

The collection includes literary works on 
such varied topics as poetry, historical fiction, 
gardening, travel, art, sports and numerous 
children’s books. Included also in the visual 
collection are videos ranging from Star Wars to 
Disney films. A complete listing of the works is 
available by contacting the office. 

*One of the most interesting and beautifully 
illustrated pieces in collection is entitled the Art 
of Robert McGinnis written by Mr. McGinnis and Art Scott. Bob McGinnis   

            is a1943 graduate of Wyoming High School and is an acclaimed artist and   
            illustrator. He is known as one of the best James Bond artists, for his artwork 
used on the Breakfast at Tiffany’s movie poster, and for  his more than 1,200 book covers. He is a member 
of the Society of Illustrators Hall of Fame. 

If members know of other authored books by those with Wyoming connections, please feel free to donate 
these so that the collection continues to grow. The Historical Society will gladly accept these additions to 
our museum.

What’s In the History Museum?

Included are books by Wyoming High School graduates Chuck Foertmeyer 
‘68, Edwards Hopple ‘48 and Bill Mefford ‘63.

By Robert McGinnis ‘43.



The Historical Record                                                   March 2021                                                      Page 5

Coke Bottle continued from Page 1

There is a piece of adhesive type tape around the bottle that tells its story. This bottle was found in the 
attic of a house on Wilmuth where, as best we know, it has lived since the fire. 
Karen Wolff Klaine, found the bottle when she moved into her house many years ago. She recently 
discovered it again and decided it was time to pass it on to the Historical Society.  Poor little Coke bottle 
– witnessed the burning of the Wyoming Club only to spend the next 73 years in a dark, lonely, cold attic. 
The bottle will spend the rest of time residing at the Wyoming History Museum where people can visit it. 

VOLUNTEERS WELCOME...
Your Wyoming Historical Society is always looking for volunteers. There are tasks in the office that 
need attention and we have a museum that needs some one to tend to it. Are you interested in learning 
PastPerfect the software we use to control our archives. Qualifications include being able to alphabetize 
and count! We work every Tuesday from 10:30 am to 3 pm and we have great fun while doing our tasks.  
If you are interested leave a message at 842-1383 and we will get back to you. 

THE VOGUE THEATER...

Remembering the Vogue Theater, where you 
spent your Saturday afternoons in the 1950’s 
and 60’s. You’d watch the matinee show and 
hope to win a drawing for prizes! The line to 
get in was down Springfield Pike.  Maurice & 
Ruth Chase, who owned and ran the theater, 
would make sure you were quiet and polite!  The 
Vogue was located in what is now the parking 
lot of Long’s Furniture just over the border in 
Hartwell. 

The burned remains of the Wyoming Club - 1948.
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This is a very special year for the Historical Society. We 
turn 40!  On November 12, 1981, a group of interested 
individuals met to officially form your Wyoming Historical 
Society. 

Those who signed that organizational document were: 
Ann L. Helmsderfer, President; Dorothy Schierenbeck, 
Vice President; Jenni McCauley, Secretary; Henry B. 
Bond, Treasurer. Others Present included: Kathryn S. 
Bond, Shirley B. Wrampelmeier, Scott B. Crooks, John A. 
Diehl, Jean K. Anderson, John R. Helmsderfer. Later in 
the year, Jenni McCauley will tell us about ‘the early days’ 
of this very special organization. 

We hope that over these past 40 years the many who 
have served in all capacities at your Historical Society 
have made the founders proud of what their dream has 
become.  

WE’VE GOT HISTORY.....Sherry Sheffield


