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What’s In the History Museum?
MAY FETE QUILTS AND HISTORY...
Now that the pandemic restrictions are lessening, the
History Museum is open once again for in-person visits.
However, through the newsletter, members are going to
be able to “visit” and learn about the collections in the
museum. This second article and accompanying photos in
the series details information on the May Fete Quilts and
History.
Ah, the month of May in Wyoming! Of course, one
of the most honored traditions is the Wyoming Parent
School Association’s May Fete celebration. Formerly held
on the grounds of the Middle School and now held on
Wyoming Avenue, children, their parents, and community
members join in to support this long-standing fund raising
opportunity for the schools.

1980 May Fete Quilt.

One of the more interesting ideas in the past was to increase income by raffling a
May Fete quilt. A group of parents would each create a square based on that year’s
theme and then a very uniquely designed quilt featuring some aspect of Wyoming
life would be made. Chances were sold and the winner would be presented with
the quilt. Thanks to generous donations, your Historical Society has two colorful
and whimsical May Fete quilts on display in the museum. The 1977 quilt features
historic Wyoming buildings like Spreen’s Grocery Store and the city’s Amusement
Hall while the 1980 quilt highlights Wyoming school
and city organizations.
So what do you know about the history of May
Fete? The following is from the History of the
Wyoming Schools which was presented as a Parent
School Association program in February 1967. The
information was obtained from old minutes and
Signatures hand stitched
treasurer’s reports from the Mothers’ Club.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

Wyoming History Museum
A Unique and rewarding
place to visit.

into the 1980 quilt.

PROUD BUSINESS MEMBERS
A one-stop shop for all your framing and art needs. Tish
Williams shows you the answers to your decorating
questions. A new frame for a painting you love? A
new piece of art for that empty spot?
Since 1961, Browning’s has been providing exceptional
service to the Wyoming area and your Wyoming Historical
Society.

We hope that you support
our business members.
They are important to us
and the community.

MEMBERSHIP

Our membership year is January-December with our membership drive happening late each fall. However, we
gladly welcome new members at anytime of the year. For a year dues are: Family $20, Contributing $50, Business
$25. New members joining after August will be credited through December of the following year. New members
please send your check, name, address, phone and email to us and we will handle the rest. 800 Oak Avenue,
Wyoming, OH 45215. Thank you.

Quilts - Continued from Page 1

The May Fete actually began as Valentine’s Fete sponsored by the Mother’s Club in 1922. At that time,
the village was divided into ten groups each selecting a month of money-making activities. The Valentines’ Fete featured a dance, fish pond, fortune telling, Valentines sales and refreshments. It raised
$243.44. It was such a popular event that it was scheduled in 1923 as the only fund raising event. Over
the years the fete had several names – the Country Carnival, Village Carnival and Spring Fete. In 1933,
it was called May Fete and has retained that name ever since.

These are four of the handstitched historical images on the 1977 quilt.

Above, kids dressed for the 1940 May Fete.Upper right,
The dragon ride in 1994. Lower right, Sherry Sheffield
and the Phantom Ranger at the 1956 May Fete.

ADDING TO THE ARCHIVES....
Kitty McHugh Williams - copies of patents of Donald McHugh
Frank Woodside - History of the Wyoming Golf Club
The estate of Jean Hennen, former Physical
Education teacher in Wyoming, has gifted to the
Society her retirement scrapbook.
The Historical Record
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HINTS....Glenn Lewis
Reading the clues left by Ohio’s first people…
In the care of the Wyoming Historical Society is an extensive Native
American Spear and Arrow Point Collection put together by Edgar
B. Riddle in the 1800’s. As a boy, he found these ancient relics in
Wyoming and Woodlawn from farm property owned by his parents and
grandparents. It covers 10,000 years, starting with the Ice Age through
the Mound Builders, to the European migration into this area.
Spear points were used as knives, saws and other tools without any
intended modification. They were crafted by artisans who took great
care to follow traditional guidelines.
These relics were considered art as well as technology and used in
ritual occasions, as symbols of wealth, status and prestige, or placed in
a burial bundle with the dead for use in the afterlife.
Archaeologists regard spear and arrow points to be a basic unit of study in establishing a cultural
timeline.
Age estimates are based on radiocarbon dating which is measuring the amount of carbon 14 remaining
in a piece of charcoal, wood, shell or bone found nearby and at the same level as the point. This
calculates the age of the archaeological site and its historic importance.
Native Americans hunted this area for thousands of years. Herd animals migrated through here for salt
found at Big Bone Lick in Kentucky. They were the mammoth, giant beaver, giant ground sloth, and
others.
Many of the spear points were shortened and narrowed during their constant use by repeated reshaping. When significant changes made them ineffective, they were recycled into scrapers for animal
hides, drills and knives.
For nearly 10,000 years, the spear thrower, or atlati, was used to gain added thrust and distance needed
to hunt for the Ice Age animals that lived here. Although in time, their numbers were gradually reduced.
The bow and arrow appeared about a thousand year ago when small and delicate arrow points were
used for greater accuracy in hunting swift moving elf, deer and buffalo. The bow allowed an individual to
hunt alone and use better stalking skills.
Archaeologists noticed at the time spear points were poorly crafted, garden tools were appearing. They
surmised diets were changing and less meat was consumed. Native Americans were now living in
villages and tending vegetable gardens.
This outstanding collection tells a compelling story. It is unique for it
has not been disturbed, diminished or embellished. Therefore, it is an
accurate record for this location. Most other collections are gathered
from different sites and often misleading.
We in the Wyoming Historical Society, are pleased to share our
knowledge of this collection.
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IMAGINEER - FOLLOWUP...
Our last newsletter carried the article titled “IMAGINEER”. It told of clever
ideas that became practical solutions to everyday problems. A couple of these
ideas were patented by Wyoming citizens. The article ended with an invitation for you to let us know of other patent holders in this community, past and
present.
Well, we are pleased to report the following. Donald McHugh, had at least six
patents for items involved with jet engines while working at General Electric.
When living two houses apart, Bob Broge and Joe Alford, both had patents, Broge while employed at Procter and Gamble. Joe Alford, a former engineer with General Electric
worked with jet engines his entire career and had several patents but he was known as quite the problem
solver. A colleague of his once said, “When Joe retires I’m not flying anymore.”
If you know of other people who invented something - not just patents - please let us know.

REMEMBER WHEN........
Do you remember where you were on March 16, 1967? That is the day, more than 54 years ago, that
the Wyoming K-Mart opened for business. Yes, Wyoming had a K-Mart! This store and the one on
Beechmont Avenue were the first two K-Mart’s in Cincinnati, opening on the same day. The Wyoming
store was located where the Rolling Hills Condominiums and Wyoming Glen can now be found, Bonham
Road and Springfield Pike area.

Did you know that at one time that whole area (northwest
side of Bonham Road) was a dairy farm complete with
farm house!! About 1966, the Fraternal Order of Police
built an FOP Hall (right) near the corner of the Pike and
Bonham.
And don’t forget, the K-Mart building became an IGA for
a short time and the tire store that sat on an out-parcel of
the K-Mart parking lot.
The Historical Record
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The Wyoming Historical Society
800 Oak Street
Wyoming OH 45215

PRESIDENT’S LETTER...Jim Walton
Dear Members,
Happy Spring to everyone!
Temps are (slowly) warming, and the City is gearing up for
annual traditions that have been on hold for the past 15
months. The Aquatic Center will be opening Memorial Day
weekend. The July 4th morning parade is a go, with evening
fireworks at Oak Park. And the Fall Festival is definitely
happening as well. Hopefully these events will bring our
already close community a little bit closer as we embrace a
return to socializing with family and friends.
Eventually, your Wyoming Historical Society will be ready to
go with new programs, tours, and events. We will keep you
posted as the year progresses.
Thank you for your ongoing support.

Jim Walton, President

