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FREE - OPEN TO THE PUBLIC - REFRESHMENTS

Please join us for all of this year’s remaining programs.

Thursday, March 21, 2019
“Daniel Drake and Frontier Medicine”

Thursday, May 16, 2019
“History of Cincinnati Broadcasting - Radio Now, Radio Then”

“Explore the Mill Creek with an Expert”
Our January program features  
Xavier University emeritus professor 
Stan Hedeen an authority on our Mill 
Creek.  Although, we don’t always 
pay a lot of attention to it, you will 
learn the most fascinating facts about 
this little steam. Between guiding 
ecology field trips and supervising 
senior research studies, Hedeen 
found he harbored a passion to 
restore the Mill Creek.  He began to 
link his teachings and his research 
to various efforts to resurrect the 
biological health of the entire stream.

Dr. Hedeen has served as a member 
of the Ohio Biological Survey Steer-
ing Committee, the Vice President of the Cincinnati Nature Center, and the 
Chair of the Hamilton County Environmental Action Commission. Since his 
retirement, Stan spends most of his time as a collections assistant at the 
Cincinnati Museum Center.

Find out what the Mill Creek is all about on January 17th.



PROUD BUSINESS MEMBERS

LEARN MORE ABOUT….. Jenni McCauley, Resl Estate Executive VP

Please support our Proud Business Members.  

If you are looking for a real estate professional you don’t have to look any farther than our 
business members.  This month we highlight Jenni McCauley.  Jenni, a founding member of the 
Wyoming Historical Society, has been selling homes in and around Wyoming for 27 years.  Jenni 
is an Executive Sales Vice President at Sibcy Cline and a Certified Residential Specialist. 
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HISTORIC WYOMING
(Written by John Diehl in 1973 - Edited by Glenn Lewis)

Section Three – People, Businesses, Clubs and Social Events

The Mayhew-Lowe house stands on the old Mayhew farm at the northeast corner of Mt. Pleasant and 
Compton.  The Mayhews and Paddocks were whalers from Nantucket.  After losing a couple of cargoes of 
sperm oil in cross-fire between the French and British, they decided to give up the sea and headed west.  
At 731 Brooks Avenue is a charming Victorian house originally located on Springfield Pike.  It was the home 
of mathematics professor W. H. Pabodie. 

The Barney-Fisk house that sat at 661 Glenway typified Victorian graciousness. A packet of receipts saved 
by Roderick Barney, our seventh mayor, gives glimpses of Wyoming in the late 1800’s.  Mr. Dehmel kept 

the drugstore in the Woodruff building.  Even then 
pharmacies handled lots of things besides drugs. One 
bill had a pint of castor oil, medicines for cattle, sponges, 
fly-paper and some putty and a sheet of window glass.  
The first telephone in town was at the drug store.  
Thomas Gallagher was the sadller and harness maker.  
John Haught had his blacksmith shop at the corner of 
Wyoming Avenue and Oak Street.  Four new shoes for 
the bay mare cost $1.60.  Philip Grosh was the local 
ice man.  He delivered 1,632 lbs. of ice to the Barney’s 
during April, May & June 1889 at 75 cents per 100 lbs.  
Ice that was harvested from the Millcreek, between Anna 
Street and the Wyoming Avenue bridge in Lockland, 
three or four times in the winter and stored next to the 
creek in Lockland. Grosh would cut the ice when it was 
from 6-10 inches thick.  It was stored in a huge, sawdust  

               insulated ice house that stood next to the creek.  

John Kuhlman was the coppersmith who could do anything in the sheet metal line from mending a 
saucepan to installing a new roof.  John Engel was the butcher, O.B. Schramm the coal dealer and Van 
Zandt the carriage maker.  There are fine foods and brandies and cigars from Joseph R. Peebles, furniture 
from Miner and Rossiter, jewelry from Duhme and Company, shoes from F.P. Haldy, dozens of annuals 
from Frank Pentland’s Nursery, and itemized dressmakers’ bills for Mrs. Barney’s gowns. In marked 
contrast is Barney’s invoice for annual dues in the Historical Society.  It was ten dollars in 1889.  
R. D. Barney was Mayor of Wyoming for a number of years and head of the Robert Clarke Co., book 
publishers in Cincinnati with a nationwide reputation.  He enjoyed the respect and admiration of the whole 
community.  An important facet of Wyoming history came to a rather sad end when the house was burned.

As early as 1869, there was a baseball team in town good enough to be noticed by the Cincinnati papers.  
After a close win over the Hamilton ‘Resolutes’, the sports editor of the Cincinnati Commercial wrote: “The 
Wyoming Club is composed of young members possessing an abundance of courage, endurance and 
brains and generally gives a tough struggle and gains a victory.”

Not to be outdone by the men, the young ladies in town banded together in 1880 to establish a lending 
library.  They raised money, bought books, and shared the task of carrying them to homes the year-
round for the next fourteen years.  It was so successful that a fine reading room was provided for it in the 
Wyoming Amusement Hall and it became part of the Public Library system of Cincinnati and Hamilton 
County in 1895.

The Woodruff Building, Crescent 
and Worthington Avenues.
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(Continued from previous page)

The Wyoming Amusement Hall, built in 1885, was 
the focal point of village social and civic affairs. 
In addition to the library, it included an auditorium 
seating 700, a skating rink, and bowling alley.  It 
housed the Wyoming Improvement Society, a 
volunteer organization which did much to enhance 
the beauty of the village by, among other things, 
planting over 2000 trees along the streets.  The 
Wyoming Musical Club, founded in 1882, provided 
an ambitious instrumental and choral program.  
The Wyoming Dramatic Club started in 1883 and 
continued for more than 100 years.

A bazaar was given by the ladies of Wyoming on 
the 3rd and 4th of March 1887.  Their star event of 
the affair was a ‘Game of Living Chess’.  Civil War 
veteran Major George Fox directed an elaborate 
drill of the in-character chessmen before they 
took their places on the giant chessboard.  Two 
prominent residents of the village played the 
game.  Judge Judson Harmon, who later was U.S. 
Attorney General in President Cleveland’s Cabinet 
and Governor of Ohio, played one side and Mr. J. 
Ramsay, the other. Unfortunately, these men took 
their chess seriously, and as chess games can, the 
contest went on and on – for two and a half hours 
– wearying not only the spectators but the living 
chessmen as well. 

The picturesque, gas-lighted Wyoming Amusement Hall burned in May 1907. A new block of stock was 
issued and the second Wyoming Club took its place. This building also burned in the 1940’s.  Then the 
present Civic Center took its place.

Section Four - the final section - will talk about – Trolley Cars, The Star Spangled Banner and Places to 
Worship.

The Wyoming Club, 1908-1948, the 2nd Civic Center at 
Worthington and Springfield Pike.

Wyoming Amusement Hall, 1885-1907.  This building sat 
where the Civic Center sits today.

NEW MEMBERS...
Allison & David Lebuhn

Marge VanFossen
Jon McComas

RECENT ACQUISITIONS...
The Ripley Ridge Raconteur by and from Dan Pinger is now in our Wyoming Authors Collection.



Jim Walton moved to Wyoming in 1977, graduating from Wyoming 
High School in 1982. His mother, father, and brother also live in 
Wyoming. His family connection to Wyoming dates back to the early 
1900’s when his great-grandfather was the station master at the 
Wyoming-Lockland train depot. He has lived in 3 village-area homes 
since 1994, spending much of his free time renovating.

 

Jim has worked in the audio/video production field for 27 years, 
mostly as an editor for broadcast, corporate, and web-based 
programming. His community involvement includes 2 years 
volunteering on the Promote Wyoming Commission, and currently 
contributing to the Historical Preservation Commission.

JOINING THE BOARD IS: Jim Walton

JOINING THE BOARD IS: Jeff Blunt
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Jeff Blunt, a self-proclaimed ‘history dork,’ has found the storied 
history of Wyoming fascinating since moving here in 2004.  He 
is married to Wyoming native Brenda (Beeson) Pantalone and 
two of their kids, Casey and Sophie, are freshman at Wyoming 
High School while their other, Ben, is studying at the University of 
Kentucky.

Jeff’s been active in the Wyoming community as a member of 
the high school’s Parent Advisory Council, a coach for Wyoming 
Recreation Center baseball, basketball and volleyball teams, and 
a volunteer at numerous community activities over the past 14 
years.  He has also served as a board member of the Greater 
Cincinnati Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation and Green 
Umbrella.

A Michigan native, Jeff is a 1992 graduate of Western Michigan 
University and currently works as Corporate Communications Director for Anthem Blue Cross 
& Blue Shield.  When not working or out and about in Wyoming, Jeff loves travel and can 
often be found on or under the water as an avid sailor and scuba diver.
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The Historical Society has been given this 
needlepoint of a Wyoming house!  But we 
don’t know what house.  Can you help?  In 
this picture it is yellow but a can of paint 
could have changed that. 
Check out your neighborhood.  Walk around 
the block and see if you can find this gem. 

WHERE IS IT????

E. P. Stout is not a household name in Wyoming but he does have his place at our table. He was the 3rd owner 
(1879-1919) of the Reily House on Liddle Lane. His daughter, Mecia, married the son of Stearns and Foster co-
founder George S. Stearns, William Stephenson Stearns, in 1881.  That couple lived nearby at 320 Reily Road.  
So why was this man honored by having a street named after him?  Elisha Pickney Stout was born in Cincinnati 
in 1835 but as a young man wondered west, first to Kansas then on to Denver.  Well actually, he was one of the 
seven founders of Denver, Colorado. And at his death in Los Angeles in 1913, he had been the last surviving 
member of that group. He loved to travel and in his later years would spend his winters in Los Angeles. 

A man of many talents, for sure.  He was mostly a banker type, a money man.  He was president of the Cincinnati 
Savings Society and Vice President of the Union Savings Bank and Trust Company. He served as a Water Works 
Trustee for Wyoming 1892-94. The 1880 census has him as a tobacconist. And at his death, he was spending 
his summers at the family estate, the Reily House, which at that time bore the address 420 Reily Road.  We were 
lucky to have this multi-dimensional man as a Wyoming resident for over 30 years.

During the Civil War, Stout 
used his banking talents 
as a sutler.  Sutlers were 
providers of goods to 
the soldiers.  They either 
provided financial backing 
to vendors or were the 
vendors themselves.  
Sutlers had their own 
cash. Paper money to be 
used only in their stores, 
even if the stores were 
on wagons moving from 
camp to camp.  
Thanks to the family 
of Wyoming Historical 
Society founder, the late John Diehl, we have a twenty-five cent paper bill, Sutler cash, with E. P. Stout’s name 
printed at the bottom of the red 25 on the left and his signature over the red 25 on the right inside the circle.  
Another great artifact and addition to our museum. Come see it for yourself!!!

Elisha Pickney Stout (1835-1913)
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Our membership year is January-December with our membership drive happening late each fall.  However, 
we gladly welcome new members at anytime of the year.  For a year dues are: Family $20, Contributing $50, 
Business $25. New members joining after August will be credited through December of the following year.  
New members please send your check, name, address, phone and email to us and we will handle the rest. 
800 Oak Avenue, Wyoming, OH 45215. Thank you.

The Historical Society is particularly fond of the house at 310 Wyoming Avenue.  For many years, we 
were given the opportunity to showcase it as part of our 3rd grade tours. In 2016, Jim Walton purchased 
it from the estate of Mary Ann McIlwain Dodson.  Jim has updated where needed and continues the 
tradition of the wooden horse and sleigh on display in front of the house each Christmas.  

Historically, this Italian Villa style house was built by George House, Civil War Veteran and co-owner of 
the Palmer Brothers & House Flour Mill located in Lockland along the Miami & Erie Canal. In 1947, the 
McIlwain family purchased it from the House family and began restoring it.  This was the beginning of 
the restoration craze of the older Victorian homes in Wyoming during the time – post WWII – when new 
homes were in vogue!  In 2011, on the occasion of the 150th anniversary of the naming of Wyoming – 
Mary Ann McIlwain Dodson and her late parents were honored, by your Historical Society, with the Col. 
Robert Reily Award for starting the restoration boom. 

When he purchased the house, Jim Walton’s goal was to preserve the history and architecture, while 
updating the home for 21st century living.  With that in mind, he has restored and sympathetically 
renovated the interior of his home.  We are thankful to Jim for preserving this special place in Wyoming’s 
history.

In October, Jim was awarded the Historic Preservation Award for his outstanding work in keeping this 
house as special as the House Family and the McIlwain Family.  

310 WYOMING AVENUE - HISTORIC PRESERVATION

MEMBERSHIP

THE HOUSE HOUSE!



The Wyoming Historical Society
800 Oak Street
Wyoming OH 45215

PRESIDENT’S LETTER...Mary Killen

Look fo
rward to se

eing 

you on Ja
nuary 1

7th

Dear Members,
I was recently working in the Reily Room in the museum. My attention, once again, was drawn to 
the displayed copy of the invitation that Robert Reily sent to his neighbors inviting them to join him 
in finding a name for their “embryo village”. Since women were invited to participate, I wondered 
what name I would have chosen. Currently on our third grade history tour of Reily’s home, then 
known as Twin Oaks, students are asked to vote on a name. Not surprisingly, the vote is always 
for Wyoming! So just for fun, imagine yourself in the parlor of Reily’s home in April of 1860. Of the 
two names suggested by those early participants, what name would you 
have chosen…Wyoming or Hebron?

Two reminders…please renew your membership if you have not done so 
and mark the dates of the upcoming programs on your calendar. 

With the leadership of your Board of Trustees, I believe 2019 will be an 
exciting and informative year as we are working on several new projects. 
Thank you again for your support and please join us as we celebrate 
Wyoming.

Honoring Wyoming’s Past,
Mary Killen, President


