Urban Forestry & Beautification Commission
January 22, 2020 (7:00 PM)

Members Present: Gail Bason, Thayne Bedenkop, Bobbi Strangfeld, Sherry Callaghan,
Sean Creighton, Kate Miller, Melissa Monich, Todd Wales, Nancy Averett (City Council

Representative) and Mike Lippert (Staff Representative)

Minutes of December 4, 2019

Minutes were approved.

Citizen Participation

Rogers O’'Neill at 225 Oliver Road commented on Stearns Woods. As a 30-year
resident, he is very familiar with Stearns Woods. He is concerned about the
condition of the park. In his opinion, the recent construction along the creek
resulted in the flooding of yards with little payback. In addition, invasive plants are
becoming more numerous, downed trees are blocking the path and littering the
area along with garbage. Finally, the main stone path from Glenway was difficult to
walk on. A few months ago, some smaller rock was added to a portion of this,
making it easier to traverse, but some of the path still needs more rock.

Old Business:

Urban Forestry & Beautification:

2020 Calendar: Melissa and Bobbi presented the draft calendar which addresses

various events and programs for this year.

Subcommittee Assignments: Subcommittee chairs were discussed. Below are the

tentative chairs:
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?
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Trees & Construction: No report. Because of the holidays, no meeting was held
with Terry Huxel as planned.

Tree Sale: This program was briefly discussed at the last meeting. The city will
provide up to 50% of the cost of a tree to residents. The Commission was
concerned about other tree sales including Make A Difference Day and Great Parks
affecting sales. It was suggested to offer 5 varieties of trees of the 7 gallon size
from Woody Warehouse. It was mentioned that home delivery may make
Wyoming's trees more desirable to residents. If that doesn’t work, just allowing
pick-up at the city building would be beneficial to residents.

Arbor Day: This is tentatively scheduled for April 24 at EIm School. We will need to
coordinate with the teachers/principal.

Other: Other items discussed included the bike trail drainage, rain garden clean-
up, and the pollinator garden planting/upkeep.

New Business:

Promenade: No report. There was a computer glitch.

Fall Workshop: Jen Eisemeier is lined up as a speaker for this event tentatively set
for September 12. Additional presenters may be desired. There was discussion on
the specific storm water topic to be covered as there are many possible
quantitative and qualitative storm water issues. The goal is to educate and provide
ideas for residents to address some of their issues privately.

Miscellaneous:

Green Areas: It was agreed to put Stearns Woods on the agenda for the next
meeting to look into issues at Stearns Woods and possible trail development at
Ritchie Preserve.

Master Plan: This will be discussed at the next meeting.

Meeting Adjourned at 9:05 PM.

Respectfully Submitted: Mike Lippert



